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UL recently launched a new suite of 
Code Authorities pages on the UL 
website. The pages are designed to 
meet the needs of code authorities, 
architects, specifiers and installers, 
and are based on feedback received 
from a large number of the site’s 
visitors. If you were a frequent visitor 
in the past, you will be in for a treat 
when you see the new pages. 

The redesign accomplished the  
following objectives:

• Make navigation easier for those 
unfamiliar with the website

• Create pages that are more visually 
appealing

• Label the pages in a way that makes 
information easy to locate

• Clearly identify contact information.     

The new web content is the latest example 
of UL’s commitment to providing the 
information resources code authorities 
need. According to Regulatory Services 
Manager Al Ramirez, “The launch of the 
updated Code Authorities pages is part of 
an effort to provide the information that 
code authorities need, in a format they can 
easily navigate, to verify the applications 

for which products are certified.”
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Responding to your recommendations

By Howard Hopper / Regulatory Services Program Coordinator



A Breath of Fresh Air

UL publishes public notices 

when it learns of potential 

safety issues with products or 

services, or when UL is made 

aware of counterfeit products 

in the marketplace. Recent UL 

issued public notices can be 

viewed at http://www.ul.com/

global/eng/pages/corporate/

newsroom/publicnotices

Public Notices

UL-ese
Definitions 
of terms 
frequently 
used at UL
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Like many of you I have heard the term ‘indoor air quality’ but didn’t 
know much about it until one of my neighbors said he and a colleague 
were experiencing mild respiratory problems at their workplace. 

In looking into the subject, I discovered the following facts:

• Indoor air quality is an area of growing concern that is ranked as one 
of the EPA’s top 5 environmental risks to public health

• Air pollutants are two to 10 times higher indoors than outdoors

• More than 80,000 chemicals are used in commerce today, but 
only three percent of them have been fully evaluated for adverse 
health effects.

After a lengthy investigation, my neighbor’s employer eventually 
concluded that some of the fabrics on office furnishings were 
producing unusually high levels of Volatile Organic Compounds 
(VOCs). They were replaced with low VOC emitting furnishings. My 
neighbor (who like me is a little ‘techy’) showed me documentation on 
the new panel fabrics that confirmed low formaldehyde, Total Volatile 
Organic Compounds (TVOC) and other emission levels. I was pleased 
to see that the Certificate of Compliance was issued by GREENGUARD 
Environmental Institute, which is part of UL Environment.

If you are also interested in finding out more about indoor air quality 
and our certification programs, visit www.greenguard.org.

By Howard Hopper / Managing Editor
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UL Certifies First Small Wind 
Generating System
UL recently certified the first complete 
wind turbine system under the Small Wind 
Turbine Generating Systems category 
(ZGEN). This category covers systems 
where personnel cannot enter the turbine 
for servicing, which are the majority of 
the small turbines electrical inspection 
authorities encounter. 

These systems are investigated in  
accordance with the UL/AWEA 6142 
Standard for Safety for Small Wind 
Generating Systems, which was 

promulgated in conjunction with the 
American Wind Energy Association. 
Certification to UL 6142 will help 
manufacturers meet the requirements 
in NEC© Article 694 (Small Wind Electric 
Systems) and Article 705 (Interconnected 
Electric Power Production Sources).

For more information on small wind 
generating systems please contact 
Tim Zgonena in Northbrook, Ill., at 
Timothy.P.Zgonena@ul.com  
or at +1.847.64.3051.

Questions & Answers
Do recirculating systems (ductless hoods) for cooking appliances that are Listed in accordance with UL 710B include filters that limit 
the amount of grease laden vapors discharged into the air?

Yes, the UL 710B Standard for Safety 
for Recirculating Systems requires the 
recirculating ventilation systems to include 
a fan, collection hood, and air filtering 
system. These components work together 
to pass UL 710B requirements for an 
Emissions Test and a Capture Test  to: 

1) limit the amount of grease laden 
vapors discharged into the air and 

2) assure that all smoke and grease laden 
vapors are adequately captured during 
cooking. These systems are covered 
under one of two product categories. 

Recirculating systems listed under the 
Commercial Cooking Appliances with 
Integral Recirculating Ventilation Systems 
product category (KNKG) are provided 
with an integral cooking appliance.  
Recirculating systems listed under the 
Hoods/Recirculating Systems for Use with 

Specified Commercial Cooking Appliances 
(YZCT) are intended for installation with the 
UL Listed commercial cooking appliances 
specified on markings provided on the 
recirculating system.

UL 710B includes a number of tests 
to evaluate the performance of the 
recirculating system, which are conducted 
with each representative cooking appliance 
model with which it is intended to be used. 

Emissions test – This test, derived from 
the EPA Test Method 202, is conducted 
to verify that the grease laden effluent 
at the exhaust outlet of the system does 
not exceed an average of 5.0 mg/m3 of 
exhausted air sampled at a maximum 
product capacity over a continuous eight 
hour cooking period.

Capture test – As part of the test procedure 
the cooking appliances are loaded with 

specified food products such as fries, 
frozen chicken pieces, meat cakes or 
roasting chickens and operated until the 
food product is overcooked (i.e. very well 
done). During each cooking cycle a visual 
examination is performed to verify that 
the hood assembly completely captures 
all emissions, and shows no evidence of 
visible smoke or grease laden air escaping 
from the hood assembly through the 
discharge port or through external seams, 
joints, penetrations, and that portion 
of the hood that captures grease laden 
vapors.

For additional information on 
recirculating  system requirements  
please contact Howard Hopper at  
San Jose, Calif., at Howard.D.Hopper@
ul.com or at +1.408.754.6609.
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New requirements in the 2015 International Mechanical Code 
(IMC) will broaden the application of the UL 2043 Standard for 
Fire Test for Heat and Visible Smoke Release for Discrete Products 
Installed in Air-Handling Spaces. 

Compliance with UL 2043 was already a 
requirement for discrete electrical products 
in plenums, and the 2015 IMC will now 
require discrete plumbing and mechanical 
products to comply with UL 2043 as well. 

Here are six important things 
you need to know:

A discrete product is defined as 
“having a clear independent shape 
or form” and as being “non-

continuous.” Products such as audio-video 
equipment, pipe hangers, lamp ballasts 
and control dampers would be considered 
discrete products. A product such as 
continuous piping or conduit would not.

If a product has already been 
certified to UL 723, it doesn’t have 
to be further certified to UL 2043. 

UL 2043 requirements are based on the 
technical rationale of the UL 723 standard 
but apply to products that cannot be tested 
to UL 723 requirements due to their small 
size, inability to manufacturer the materials 
to UL 723 specified samples or other factors.

Electrical, plumbing or mechanical 
equipment with non-combustible 
or metallic enclosures are not 

required to meet UL 2043 requirements. 
Note that enclosures with large cut-outs 
or other significant discontinuities in the 
non-combustible material may need to be 
tested if the void is large enough to allow 
propagation of flame. AHJs should be 
consulted to determine applicability.

UL 2043 requirements address 
the concern for contribution 
to the smoke density or flame 

propagation by the equipment during a 
fire. Products complying with UL 2043 have 
demonstrated the following characteristics:

a. A peak rate of heat release of  
100 kW or less

b. A peak normalized optical density  
of 0.50 or less

c. An average normalized optical  
density of 0.15 or less. 

UL 2043 – IT’S NOT 
JUST FOR ELECTRICAL 
PRODUCTS ANYMORE!

By Maggie Carroll / Senior Regulatory Engineer
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Products which are certified in 
accordance with UL 2043 can be 
found on the Online Certifications 

Directory at www.ul.com/database. The 
guide information for the Discrete Products 
Installed in Air-Handling Spaces (BHZF) 
includes helpful information regarding these 
products. Note that these products may 
have also been investigated in accordance 
with established electrical, mechanical or 
other requirements as well as UL 2043. 
Additional categories these products may 
have been evaluated to are shown in the 
sidebar.

Products that comply with  
UL 2043 have the certification  
mark of UL on the product or 

on the smallest unit container in which 
the product is packaged. The certification 
mark includes the UL symbol, the word 

“Classified,” a control number and  the 
following additional information: 

+ AS TO HEAT RELEASE RATE AND SMOKE 
OPTICAL DENSITY ONLY  
Control No.

+ The product name or other appropriate 
product description as shown in the  
individual Classifications.

For additional information  
about UL 2043 requirements  
and certifications please contact  
Maggie Carroll in San Jose, Calif.,  
at Marguerite.E.Carroll@ul.com or  
at +1.408.754.6560.

Discrete products under 
these categories may 
be investigated per 
UL 2043, as noted in 
individual listings. 

• Audio/Video Equipment (AZSQ), 
(AZOE)

• Commercial Audio and Radio 
(AZJX)

• Communication Technology 
(AZOJ)

• Communications-circuit 
Accessories (DUXR)

• Control and Communication 
Equipment (PGWM)

• Control Dampers (EIMZ)

• Electric Actuators (XABE or 
XABE2)

• Fluorescent Lamp Ballasts (FKVS)

• Pipe Hangers (VFXT)

• Information Technology 
Equipment (AZOT), (NWGQ)

• Outlet Boxes and Fittings 
Classified for Fire Resistance 
(CEYY or QBWY)

• Positioning Devices (ZODZ)

• Power Supplies (QQFU), (QQIJ)

• Smoke-control-system 
Equipment (UUKL)

• Speakers (UEAY)

• Speakers and Amplifiers for 
Fire-alarm Systems (UUMW)

• Suspended-ceiling-grid 
Low-voltage Lighting (IFFC), 
(IFFC2), (IFFA) , (IFFA2)

• Telephone Equipment (WYQQ)

• Through-penetrating Products 
(XHLY)
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New Code Authorities Web Pages (continued from cover)

Bookmarking the Code Authorities Home Page
The fastest way to access the code authorities page is to enter www.ul.com/
codeauthorities in your web browser. From the bottom of any page on www.
ul.com scroll to the bottom field and select information for code authorities. 
When the code authorities home page appears, select the “Make this my home 
page” box and you will automatically be directed to this page during subsequent 
visits to www.ul.com. 

UL Codes and Technical 
Services LinkedIn Group
Wondering how social media can 
help you stay in touch with other 
professionals in your field, but 
don’t know what’s involved? Join 
our LinkedIn group and enter into 
the discussions. Free to join, drop 
out at any time. Give it a shot!

Highlights of the new  
web pages
The overall focus of the new web pages 
is providing information needed to 
achieve safe, sustainable, code compliant 
installations. Starting with the Code 
Authorities home page, you will find easy 
to navigate links to code specific content, 
publications and contact information 
along with useful resources and services 
for code officials.

Code specific content
We understand the technical needs of code 
users and enforcers and have updated our 
code specific pages to include certification 
information, technical content and other 
resources that relate to those codes. 
Accordingly, content is provided for fire, 
electrical, building, mechanical, plumbing, 
fuel gas and public health codes.

Resources for code authorities
A web page describes the wide range 
of resources we provide to help code 
authorities, designers, specifiers and 
installers achieve safe, sustainable, code 
compliant installations. These include 
database tools such as the Code Correlation 
Database, UL Fire Wizard, and Online 
Certifications Directory. There is also a 

convenient link to the Regulatory Services 
technical library, which includes articles, 
Q&As and information on technical topics of 
interest to code users.

Other resources include answers to 
common questions about UL certifications 
and services, suggestions on how to deal 
with installations of unlabeled products 
in the field and information on addressing 
potential safety concerns with UL certified 
products.

Useful services
The Services for Code Authorities page 
includes links to programs supported by UL 
to help code authorities, architects, installers 
and building owners resolve problems 
quickly and effectively. These include the 
following services:

• Field evaluations

• Ordering product directories

• UL qualified contractor programs

• UL evaluation reports

• Architectural services

• Alarm system certification services.

UL publications
Many code authorities are not aware of the 
many complementary publications that are 
available from UL. These include newsletters, 
application guides, product directories 
and educational materials. This material 
includes technical reference material, 

announcements of new developments, and 
training materials on UL fire research and 
other topics. The Publications page includes 
a concise summary of each offering, and 
links to access it quickly and easily.

Keeping in touch
Effective communications are important in 
order for you to be informed of the latest 
developments that may impact your work, 
and to be able to contact UL experts with 
your questions and comments. The Keeping 
in Touch page describes all the ways you can 
benefit from these communications. It also 
includes a link to the Regulatory Services 
department LinkedIn group.

For more information on UL Code 
Authorities web content or the LinkedIn 
group please contact Howard Hopper in San 
Jose, Calif., at Howard.D.Hopper@ul.com  
or at +1.408.754.6609.
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Northbrook, IL

April 21 – 30, 2013
ICC Committee Action Hearing 
(Group B Codes)
Dallas, Tex.
www.iccsafe.org

June 10 – 13, 2013 
NFPA Conference and Expo 
Chicago, Ill. 
www.nfpa.org 

June 20 – 22, 2013 
AIA 2013 Convention 
Denver, Colo. 
www.aia.org 

June 23 – 25, 2013 
BOMA Every Building 
Conference and Expo 
San Diego, Calif.  
www.boma.org

If you would like The Code Authority to consider publishing your upcoming 
events, contact Howard Hopper by e-mail at Howard.D.Hopper@ul.com. 
Please type “TCA Calendar” in the subject line.


