
Throughout this process, the organization 
is providing certainty among consumers, 
businesses and governments by 
creating more standards, leveling 
the global playing field, and helping 
provide consistency as goods flow more 
rapidly across and between borders.

From renewable energy to smart grid 
infrastructure to nanotechnology, 
the dynamic regulatory environment 
is constantly evolving, and with it, 
manufacturers are evolving, too. 
UL is assisting manufacturers in 
complying with these shifting trends 
and regulations. One of the major 
trends shaking up the regulatory 
environment today is “greenwashing,” 

or the act of misleading consumers 
regarding the environmental practices 
of a company or the environmental 
benefits of a product or service. 

To help maintain the integrity of 
the ENERGY STAR® mark, the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) has implemented a number of 
enhancements to the federal ENERGY 
STAR program. Starting in 2011, the EPA 
is now requiring manufacturers to have 
their energy performance evaluated 
by a third-party certification body 
(CB) prior to product labeling. These 
revisions to the Product Manufacturer 
Partner Commitments ensure that all 
2011 products bearing the ENERGY STAR 

label are compliant with the program 
guidelines and have been evaluated and 
certified by an accredited certification 
body such as UL. In addition to initial 
testing, UL monitors all certified products 
during and after production for continued 
compliance with program requirements. 
As an official EPA-recognized CB, UL offers 
qualification for 35 product categories, 
helping manufacturers achieve the highest 
levels of safety and energy efficiency.

With more program changes to be 
announced throughout 2011, it is important 
to understand the latest criteria for the 
ENERGY STAR certification process. 
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In keeping step  
with the rapidly  
changing marketplace, 
Underwriters Laboratories® 
is actively engaged 
in establishing new 
definitions of safety 
beyond the borders of 
traditional product safety 
testing and certifications.
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New EPA Criteria For ENERGY STAR® Certifications (continued)
“UL is committed to supporting the 
Environmental Protection Agency and the 
Department of Energy in strengthening 
the ENERGY STAR program’s reputation 
for safety and energy performance,” 
explained Stephen Wenc, President of 
UL Environment. “Through its work with 
the EPA as well as its own independent 
labeling, UL is helping to improve the 
integrity of claims, reduce greenwashing 
and give consumers confidence in the 
validity of energy efficiency labels.”

In addition to its role as a recognized 
CB for the ENERGY STAR program, UL is 
working independently with manufacturers 
to verify the energy efficiency of their 
products through validating performance 
claims and proving compliance with 
government requirements. UL’s Energy 
Efficiency Certification (EEC) program 
allows manufacturers to show consumers, 
competitors and regulators that their 
products are helping lower energy demand. 
Among the UL family of Marks, the EEC 
“Leaf” Mark is recognized as a trusted 
representation of the level of compliance 
anticipated by industry professionals. 

The optional EEC program tests and 
certifies products for their compliance 
to a variety of energy efficiency 
requirements and programs, including:

• North America:

– Natural Resources Canada  
(NRCan) requirements

– California Energy Commission  
(CEC) requirements

– ENERGY STAR and International 
ENERGY STAR requirements

– Department of Energy  
(DOE) requirements

• Central and Latin America:

– Mexican CONUEE

• Europe:

– UL has started to prep for 
forthcoming requirements from the 
European Commission, EcoDesign 
Directive (ErP Directive)

For more information and announcements 
on current and upcoming changes from 
the EPA to the ENERGY STAR program, visit 
their website at www.energystar.gov. 

To view available resources offered by 
UL to keep manufacturers updated on 
these changes, visit the UL ENERGY 
STAR micro-site, or listen to the recent 
UL podcast and webinar series.
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