
A vast number of today’s 

electrical and electronic 

devices are designed for 

direct current (DC) input 

power, but our building 

power distribution 

infrastructure is almost exclusively 

alternating current (AC). This requires the 

conversion of AC to DC for each individual 

device, with each such conversion resulting 

in wasted energy (not to mention the 

clutter of innumerable power supplies 

and transformers). DC power distribution 

not only avoids this waste but is also 

able to more efficiently take advantage 

of the growing number of facilities that 

generate their own on-site DC power from 

photovoltaic systems.

In late 2008, UL was asked to certify 

a Suspended Ceiling Grid Low Voltage 

Lighting System. The system consisted of 

grid rails that support suspended ceiling 

tiles but also carry low voltage current 

for use by luminaires and other ceiling (or 

above ceiling) mounted equipment such 

as audio speakers, ventilation controls, 

and security system devices. In June 2009, 

UL published UL 2577, the Outline of 

Investigation for Suspended Ceiling Grid 

Low Voltage Systems and Equipment, to 

document the requirements developed to 

verify that these systems met the expected 
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A Letter From Alberto

Happy New 

Year and 

welcome to our 

first edition of 

the new Lumen 

Insights! As 

the lighting 

industry 

continues its 

evolution, so 

too does UL. Regarding our flagship 

newsletter, we decided to transition 

to a more comprehensive quarterly 

publication, bringing added technical 

information in three key lighting 

industry segments: Consumer, 

Professional, and Components & 

Accessories. We are very excited 

for the year ahead, which includes 

launching our 2013 UL Lighting 

Roadshows which will be coming 

to an area near you. These events 

promise to be packed with vast 

amounts of valuable information 

from leading UL and Industry 

experts; we hope that you will be 

able to join us. As always, we look 

forward to receiving your feedback 

and enjoy the new Lumen Insights! 

Best Regards,

Alberto Uggetti 

VP and GM, Global Lighting

[ 2013 Issue 1 ]

As the demand for interoperability continues to grow, 

UL is committed to becoming an active member of 

the DALI consortium. The Digital Addressable Lighting 

Interface (DALI) is a communication protocol based on an 

internationally recognized IEC standard and is intended 

to help facilitate the intelligent and easy management of 

lighting equipment. This standardization and ease of communication gives 

planners, luminaire manufacturers, building owners, installers and end-users 

the benefit of supply from many sources as well as the ability to maximize the 

service life and energy efficiency of their equipment.

New digital lighting control systems with DALI technology can be commonly 

observed in conference rooms and offices. It is in these areas that many 

different switches, dimmers and panels are used to control the functionality of 

the lighting in these areas. As a result, the cost of installation can be higher 

than necessary and ease of use can be lower than desired. This represents 

a typical scenario where DALI’s benefits can be most easily observed. DALI 

allows for luminaires in these spaces to be grouped and different lighting 

moods (or scenes) to be defined and stored. With DALI the entire system can be 

controlled, as well as individual units as groups. Up to 64 individual addresses 

can be assigned, 16 groups and 16 scenes can be stored in the Electronic 

Control Gears. This functionality enables users to set lighting to predefined 

levels within an entire space with the touch of a single button. In addition, 

DALI’s flexibility allows end users to override and adjust these predefined 

lighting scenes at any time.

The DALI protocol is defined by the standard IEC 62386 which incorporates 

several parts that provide control and monitoring functionality for Electronic 

Ballasts and LED Control Gear, with plans to expand to Lighting Controls in the 

near future. The quickly-growing DALI consortium is made up of approximately 

70 of the industry’s leading manufacturers and institutions and is poised to 

make a significant impact on the future of the lighting industry.

 
By Michael Ritto /  Business Development Manager – 

Components & Accessories

Components and Accessories

DALI Consortium  
Gains Momentum
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LED Retrofit Kits for Signs and Luminaires

By Lee Hewitt / Principal Engineer, Lighting
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New standard, more options

To address the retrofit kit safety requirements 

for LED illumination conversion kits UL 

provides a complete package of LED luminaire 

retrofit kit Classification categories and a new 

and unique Listing category for stand-alone 

tubular LED replacement lamps. Here is a 

summary of the categories.

• Update on retrofit kits for signs and 

luminaires Light-emitting-diode Retrofit 

Luminaire Conversion Kits (Category 

IFAR) – This UL Classification category 

covers retrofit kits intended for LED 

conversion of general use luminaires 

covered by UL 1598 Standard for 

Luminaire. The requirements for these 

kits are included in UL1598C Outline of 

Investigation for Light-emitting-diode 

Luminaire LED Conversion Kits in addition 

to all applicable requirements in UL1598 

Standard for Luminaires

• Light-emitting-diode Retrofit Luminaire 

Conversion Kits for Use in Commercial 

Refrigerators and Freezers (Category 

IFAS) - This UL Classification category 

covers retrofit kits intended for LED 

conversion of luminaires used in 

commercial refrigerators and freezers. The 

requirements for these kits are included 

in UL1598C Outline of Investigation 

for Light-emitting-diode Luminaire LED 

Conversion Kits and UL471 Standard for 

Commercial Refrigerators and Freezers. 

• Retrofit Low-voltage-luminaire Conversion 

Kits (Category IFES) - These kits are 

covered under the UL Classification and 

are intended to retrofit luminaires in 

accordance with the requirements of 

UL 2108 Low Voltage Lighting Systems 

and the outline of investigation UL 

1598B Supplemental Requirements for 

Luminaire Reflector Kits for Installation 

on Previously Installed Fluorescent 

Luminaires. These include retrofits for 

luminaires intended for connection to 

low voltage ceiling power grids.

• Self-Ballasted Tubular LED Lamps 

(Category OOLV) – The lamps are intended 

as direct replacement of fluorescent 

lamps and require no modification to 

the existing luminaires. These lamps are 

eligible for UL Listing under the category 

of Self-Ballasted Lamps (Category OOLV) 

using UL 1993 Standard for Self-Ballasted 

Lamps and Lamp Adapters.

While LED luminaire conversion retrofit kits 

remain the most popular, it is important 

to note that UL also maintains a luminaire 

conversion retrofit category (IEUQ) to cover 

converting luminaires to illumination sources 

other than LED, such as fluorescent. The 

standard used is UL1598B Standard entitled 

Supplemental Requirements for Luminaire 

Reflector Kits for Installation on Previously 

Installed Fluorescent Luminaires. Also, for 

categories identified under Items A, B, and C 

above UL offers corresponding certification 

categories for luminaire LED retrofit kits 

intended for installation in Canada. 

New ANSI/UL Sign LED Retrofit 
Standard Published
UL announced the publication of the first 

ANSI/UL LED Sign and Sign Retrofit Kit 

Standard. The requirements for sign retrofit 

continued on page 4

Professional

With the need for more energy efficient lighting equipment more luminaire owners 
and installers are looking to cost effective retrofit options that upgrade existing 
luminaires to a more energy efficient illumination system such as LED while not 
compromising the safety aspects of using UL certified lighting equipment.
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kits were previously covered by Subject 

879A Outline of Investigation for LED Kits. 

With the support of the sign industry and 

the consensus of the UL879A Standards 

Technical Panel, UL published the new 

standard on December 12, 2012. Since 

the requirements in the new standard 

are consistent with those in the previous 

Outline of Investigation for LED Sign 

Retrofit Kits, the new standard became 

effective on the date of its publication. The 

requirements established in UL879A are 

also consistent with the LED retrofit kit 

requirements contained in UL1598C Outline 

of Investigation for Light-emitting diode 

(LED) Luminaire Conversion Retrofit Kits, 

including all the requirements for kits using 

tubular LED lamps. 

The U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA) recently released the 

updated ENERGY STAR® Luminaires 

Specification Version 1.2. This update 

incorporates many new details and 

topics released earlier as FAQ’s. Here is 

a summary of many of the updates:

• Removed all FCC requirements and 

references for EMI/RFI.

• Eliminated “Run-up time” criteria for 

Solid State Lighting products.

• “Noise” testing to be verified  

and documented by the 

manufacturer only.

• Postponed an anticipated increase 

in efficacy for non-directional 

luminaires, current minimum 

requirement of 65 lumens per watt 

remains in place.

• Reduced decorative light fixtures 

minimum output requirements:

 − Ceiling fan light kits with 3 or 

more heads and outdoor porch 

lights = 450 lumens per head.

 − Chandeliers, decorative pendants, 

and wall sconces = 250 lumens 

per head.

• Downlight color angular uniformity 

testing can now be done without the 

trim in place.

• Linear fluorescent fixtures are not 

required to ship with lamps:

 − Fixtures that ship with lamps 

must meet Luminaire Version 1.2 

requirements.

 − Fixtures that ship without lamps 

are tested with lamp model 

indicated on packaging.

• Downlight retrofits with ANSI 

standard bases can be either integral 

or connected by wire leads.

• Cold cathode CFL’s are classified 

the same as “hot” in that IES LM-9, 

LM-65 and LM-66 are applicable for 

both hot and cold cathode sources.

• Inseparable SSL luminaires may be 

“directional” and are exempt from 

driver replaceability requirements.

• Directional residential outdoor-wall 

mount, porch, and pendant 

luminaires are added to the 

post-mount luminaire section for 

directional luminaires. This means 

that LM-82 for non-directional is not 

required for these product types.

• With the publication of IES LM-82-12, 

references to Solid State Luminaires 

V1.3 are removed.

By David Edwards / Account Executive

ENERGy EFFICIENCy UPDATE

[ 2013 Issue 1 ]

The EPA anticipates that these changes and clarifications will help simplify the use of the ENERGY STAR® luminaire 

specification and should result in an increase in the number of ENERGY STAR® certified luminaires. For more information, 

please visit energystar.gov

http://www.energystar.gov/
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EMerge Alliance (continued from cover)

level of safety for this application. In 

September, UL issued the first certification 

to Armstrong Industries.

These grid systems represent the first 

major step towards what is expected to be 

the widespread deployment of DC power 

distribution in the commercial building 

environment. Just a year earlier, in 2008, 

the EMerge Alliance had been formed. 

This industry association’s mission is to 

create and promote the adoption of new 

standards for DC power distribution within 

commercial buildings to improve their 

flexibility and sustainability. In October 

2009, they published their own standard 

for the use of low voltage (24 V) DC power 

in commercial interiors. This industry-spon-

sored standard meshed perfectly with UL 

2577 and reflected the harmonious working 

relationship that had developed between 

UL and the Alliance. UL subsequently 

became a supporting member of the 

Alliance and currently holds a seat on its 

Advisory Council.

The National Electrical Code (NEC) provides 

guidance for the installation of electrical 

equipment in buildings (and elsewhere), 

but as of the 2008 the only provisions it 

contained for low voltage power distribution 

systems (excluding those addressed by 

Article 725) were for lighting. While this 

created an open door for the suspended 

ceiling grid low voltage lighting system, 

the EMerge Alliance was determined to 

pursue their larger vision. The initial effort 

to get the NEC revised in time for the 2011 

edition was unsuccessful, so the Alliance 

assembled task groups to develop proposals 

for the next edition. UL saw value in this 

effort, collaborated on several task groups, 

and played a key role in the drafting of a 

new Article 393, for Low Voltage Suspended 

Ceiling Power Distribution Systems. That 

article has been successfully balloted and is 

awaiting publication of the 2014 NEC.

In anticipation of the new NEC Article, 

UL updated the UL 2577 Outline of 

Investigation to expand its scope to allow 

for other low voltage peripheral equipment 

to be certified for use with the grid systems. 

Then, understanding the value of a con-

sensus-developed and maintained national 

standard where the equipment is subject to 

Code approvals, it was time to convert UL 

2577 from an Outline to an ANSI standard. 

Recognizing that DC power distribution 

would also be desirable in Canada and 

seeing no conflicts within the Canadian 

Electrical Code (CEC), the Alliance requested 

that UL partner with its Canadian affiliate 

(ULC, which has standards development 

organization status in Canada) to pursue 

a single harmonized UL/ULC Standard. 

Following the process used earlier in 2012 

to publish UL 8752/ULC -S8752, Standard 

for OLED Panels (see Lumen Insights Sept/

Oct 2012), and using the same single 

technical committee (with representation 

from both countries), UL 2577/ ULC-S2577, 

the Standard for Suspended Ceiling Grid 

Low Voltage Systems and Equipment, was 

reviewed as the national standard for both 

the U.S. and Canada. The first edition of UL 

2577 / ULC -S2577 was successfully balloted 

and obtained consensus. The first edition 

of UL 2577 / ULC -S2577 was successfully 

balloted and published in February 2013.

ul.com/lighting
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Is the Future Bright for the California Quality Lamp?
By Shari Hunter / Business Development Manager

[ 2013 Issue 1 ]

The California Energy Commission, CEC, in conjunction with the California Public 
Utilities Commission, CPUC, drafted and adopted a document for a new California 
Quality Lamp which is voluntary. However, beginning in 2014, only LED replacement 
lamps that meet this new specification will be eligible for rebates in the state.

The rationale and drive behind the new 

specification is to promote quality of light 

over cheaper, poorer LED replacement lamps 

that may negatively impact consumer 

adoption of high efficiency LED light sources. 

Development of the new spec was fueled 

by the historic low adoption rate of poor 

quality CFL bulbs which began flooding 

the market in the 90’s when China ramped 

up mass production of the helical CFL 

design. Utilities, wanting to reduce energy 

consumption due to rising oil costs and 

global warming, encouraged residential 

consumers to swap out incandescent lamps 

for CFLs through rebates and buy-downs. 

Unfortunately the ultimate market 

penetration of the CFL was extremely 

low (roughly 11% nationally and 20% in 

California) due to the performance and 

perceived value of the CFL. Noticeable 

flaws in CFLs were poor quality of light, the 

inability to dim, the short life, the flicker, 

the buzz, the shape, the slow start up in 

cold weather and the mercury content. 

This overall lack in comparable product 

performance drove the consumer back to 

incandescent bulbs as the primary choice 

on the basis of both price and quality. In 

a nutshell, the perfect storm of events 

occurred in the US lighting industry 

demonstrating poor implementation of the 

Four Ps of the Marketing Mix. The results 

have created a long lasting negative view of 

CFLs despite actual product improvements 

in almost all attributes.

The introduction of the California 

Quality Lamp is positioned by the CEC 

and CPUC to be the game changer in 

product performance for energy efficient 

replacement lamps. Key lessons were 

learned from the failed CFL marketing 

approach and, as a result, the voluntary CEC 

spec focuses primarily on LED light quality, 

dimmability and longevity while adopting 

Energy Star performance criteria in other 

areas such as efficacy. Product (performance) 

is but one of the four Ps of the traditional 

Marketing Mix and understandably the CEC 

cannot alone significantly impact the other 

three factors of Price, Promotion or the Place 

of sale/method of distribution. So how will 

the California Quality Lamp succeed and 

what is the broader plan? The White Paper, 

“Relighting American Homes with LEDs,” 

and the DOE study on ‘Lessons Learned’ 

as cited in Appendix D of the Voluntary 

California Quality LED Lamp Specification, 

certainly seem to point toward a more con-

sumer-oriented niche marketing program, 

collectively known as The Four C’s.

• Understand and focus on what the Con-

sumer needs rather than the product alone

• Shift from price to Cost of ownership,  

i.e. long term value

• Replace promotion with Communication 

which includes emphasis on education, 

environmental impact, and advertising 

while incorporating use of social networks

• The place and method of distribution 

should offer Convenience utilizing chan-

nels such as the internet and other trends 

in purchasing

Now we have the hindsight and the 

foresight to get the light right. 

Consumer
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The Customs Union Technical Regulations 

(CU TR 004/2011) N° 768 “safety of 

low-voltage equipment” (LV CU TR) and 

CU TR 020/2011 N° 879 “EMC of technical 

devices” (EMC CU TR) were published on 

16 August 2011 and 9 December 2011 

respectively. Both regulations will come into 

effect on February 15, 2013. Starting from 

that date, manufacturers must apply for 

certification according to the new LV CU TR 

004/2011 and EMC CU TR 020/2011. All user 

manuals are required to be in Russian.

LV CU TR will cover all low voltage 

equipment including Information 

Technology Equipment, Consumer 

Electronics, Appliances, Lighting and 

Industrial Equipment rated from 50V to 

1000V AC and 75V to 1500V DC. EMC CU 

TR covers all technical devices capable of 

creating electromagnetic interference and/

or affected by external electromagnetic 

interference.

LV CU TR 004/2011 will allow testing and 

certification to be conducted in one of 

the member countries as the basis for 

the issuance of either a CU Certificate 

or Declaration. The CU Certificate or 

Declaration will allow this product to 

circulate in Russia, Belarus and Kazakhstan 

without the requirement for individual 

national certificates. The new CU Certificate 

or Declaration will be valid up to 5 years.

For products covered by the LV CU TR scope, 

CU Certificates are required for a specific 

list of products (see Appendix) and a 

Declaration is required for all other products 

not included in this list. For products 

requiring a Declaration, the customer may 

choose to obtain a CU certificate in lieu of 

obtaining the mandatory CU Declaration.

Products in conformity with LV CU TR  

and EMC CU TR will be marked with the  

CU mark.

Implementation Timeline  
for CU Certificates
For products certified before September 2, 

2011 (date of the official issuance of the 

Regulation), no action is required by the 

customer until the expiration date of  

their current Russia (GOST R), Belarus 

(STB) or Kazakhstan (GOST K) certificate 

approaches.

GOST R, STB or GOST K certificates issued 

between September 2, 2011 and February 

15, 2013 will be valid until March 15, 2015.

Beginning February 15, 2013, customers 

must apply for certification according to 

the new LV CU TR 004/2011 and EMC CU TR 

020/2011, which will supersede all existing 

national certification systems.

How UL can help
UL’s Global Market Access project handlers 

are prepared to assist you in complying 

with CU Certification, as well as your other 

Russian certification needs.

UL is accredited by the IECEE for issuance 

of CB Test Reports and Certificates for both 

electrical safety and EMC which can be 

used as the basis for the issuance of CU 

Certificate.

In addition, UL’s CENELEC CIG 023 factory 

inspections are also accepted for the 

issuance of the CU Certificate.

For more information, visit Global Market 

Access website (Approval for Russia Section) 

or contact our experts at gma@ul.com.

Customs Union Regulation
 

By Svetlana Lagaude / Senior Project Engineer, Global Market Access Operations

New Russia, Belarus and Kazakhstan Customs Union 
(CU) Regulation effective from mid-February.

Global Market Access

http://www.ul.com/global/documents/corporate/aboutul/publications/newsletters/hightech/cu_cert_appendix.pdf
http://www.ul.com/global/eng/pages/solutions/services/globalmarketaccess/globalmarkets/approvalforrussia/
http://www.ul.com/global/eng/pages/solutions/services/globalmarketaccess/globalmarkets/approvalforrussia/
mailto:gma@ul.com
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UL LIGHTING RoADSHowS 2013

Attendees can expect to receive the 

latest market and technical information 

on a variety of topics including: 

• UL LED Lighting Standards 

Development Activities

• Global Regulatory & Compliance 

information

• Energy-Efficiency Programs (ENERGY 

STAR,® Lighting Facts, Design Lights 

Consortium, CA Quality Lamp 

Program)

• ZHAGA Program Updates

• Lighting Controls requirements

Don’t miss UL at one of the many industry tradeshows we will be exhibiting at soon.

February 12 – 14 
SIL (Strategies in Light) 
Santa Clara, CA

March 1 – 4 
LED China 
Guangzhou, China

March 5 – 8 
Light Fair Tokyo 
Japan

March 26 – 29  
Taiwan International  
Lighting Show 
Taiwan

April 3 – 6 
ISA Expo (International 
Sign Association) 
Las Vegas, NV

April 9 – 13 
Euroluce 
Italy

April 23 – 25 
Lightfair 
Philadelphia, PA

April 25 – 27 
China Lighting Expo 
Beijing, China

SAvE Now oN  
NoRTH AMERICAN RoADSHowS! 
Use the early registration discount code:  
NALED2013

Register at www.ul.com/ulroadshows13

Global Roadshow Dates:

North America

May 1 – 2: Melville, NY (UL office)

May 7 – 8: Northbrook, IL (UL office)

May 21 – 22: Brea, CA (UL office)

Europe

March 21 – 22: Milan, Italy  

(UL Burago lab)

September 25: Austria

June 26 – 27: Birmingham, UK*

Asia

March 28: Taipei, Taiwan

April 9 – 10: Tokyo, Japan

June 10 – 11: Guangzhou, China*

*  Dates tentative. Dates and locations  
subject to change.

UL is currently planning intensive Lighting Roadshows 
for 2013, featuring subject matter experts from both 
UL and the Lighting Industry.

This code is valid only through March 15, 2013. Registration by March 15 will be $100 for one day and 
$150 for two days. After March 15, the registration will be $150 for one day and $250 for two days. 
Other terms may apply.
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When an electric sign does not comply 

with the UL Follow-Up Service Procedures, 

applicable standards, installations 

codes or other requirements, the UL 

field representative documents the 

nonconformance on a variation notice. A 

VN is a channel of communication between 

UL and a manufacturer and creates a 

record when nonconformance issues are 

discovered. For most all UL customers, a 

VN is accompanied by a standardized fee. 

Previously, The fee supported the required 

follow up and resolution process. 

“UL will continue to issue VNs to sign 

shops for all nonconformance issues for 

quality tracking purposes,” said Greg Smith, 

UL’s Global Sign Program/Operations 

Manager in Field Services. “However, the 

standardized VN fee will be waived and 

those nonconformance findings that can 

be corrected on the spot (roughly within 

an hour) will not generally require a 

revisit from the UL representative. If the 

nonconformance requires more extensive 

rework of the sign, the VN fee is still waived, 

however, as in the past, the UL rep will 

need to return to the factory to confirm 

compliance.” Depending on situation 

charges may or may not be incurred for 

these types of visits.

“When the panel was initially formed, VNs 

were issued to sign shops at much higher 

frequency than other industries,” Hunter 

said, “signaling an immediate concern for 

both UL and the sign industry.” An in-depth 

look at the underlying causes revealed that 

overlapping changes to the installation 

codes, compliance standards and shifting 

technology created much of the confusion. 

The collaborative approach aimed at 

simplifying the required documentation 

for both the UL rep and the factory rep as 

well as consistent training, again for both 

UL and industry. The result was a dramatic 

decline in nonconformance issues over the 

past five years. 

“We celebrate the end of the variation 

notice fees,” Gottwald said. “However, 

it is important that manufacturers 

work to address not only the product 

nonconformance, but any underlying 

process or system issue that may have led 

to the nonconformance. We believe that 

the elimination of the fee will continue a 

collaborative relationship between the sign 

industry and UL, ensuring that we deliver 

products that consumers and end users 

can rely on.”

The UL Sign Industry Business Panel was 

formed five years ago to promote open 

dialogue and work on issues of mutual 

concern such as reducing the cost of 

compliance while improving the quality of 

UL Listed electric signs. The panel is made 

up of sign shops and sign component 

manufacturers from the International 

Sign Association (ISA), the United States 

Sign Council (USSC) and the World Sign 

Associates (WSA). 

By Shari Hunter / Business Development Manager – Consumer and Gregory Smith / Program Manager

ul.com/lighting

New Approach to Quality Control for UL Sign Shops
Consumer

UL and the Sign Industry Business Panel, co-chaired by ISA Executive 
Vice President Rich Gottwald and UL’s Business Development Manager 
Shari Hunter, agreed to a new approach to handling variations in sign 
construction found at the factory. 
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Standards information link:  

http://www.ul.com/global/eng/pages/

solutions/standards

UL 1598 – Luminaires (Tri-national 
standard)

Multiple revisions were published on 

October 17, 2012 in accordance with the 

proposal dated September 23, 2011.  

Link to summary of topics:  

http://ulstandardsinfonet.ul.com/sot/

s1598_3_sum.html

Next revision cycle will be a 2-year cycle.

UL 1598C – Light-Emitting Diode (LED) 
Retrofit Luminaire Conversion Kits

Proposed 1st edition went out for 

preliminary review in 2012 and being 

prepared for ballot.

UL 1993 – Self- ballasted Lamps and Lamp 
Adapters (Tri-national standard)

4th edition published on December 4, 2012 

in accordance with the proposals dated 

November 25, 2011 and July 6, 2012.  

Link to summary of topics:  

http://ulstandardsinfonet.ul.com/sot/

s1993_4_sum.html

UL 8750 – Light Emitting Diode (LED) 
Equipment For Use In Lighting Products

Multiple revisions were published on 

October 17, 2012 in accordance with  

the proposals dated February 24, 2012,  

April 27, 2012, and July 20, 2012.  

Link to summary of topics:  

http://ulstandardsinfonet.ul.com/sot/

s8750_1_sum.html

Proposal went out for ballot on September 

21, 2012 and also discussed at November 

2012 STP meeting. The proposal related 

to adding requirements for dimmable LED 

drivers for use with solid-state dimming 

controls electrically wired in series with the 

mains supply.

Multiple proposals went out for preliminary 

review on October 24, 2012 and also 

discussed at the November 2012 STP 

meeting. Link to the summary of topics: 

http://ulstandardsinfonet.ul.com/sot/

b8750_1_20121024_sum.html

Meeting of the Standard Technical Panel 

(STP) held on November 28-29, 2012 in 

Northbrook, IL 

UL 2577 / ULC-S2577 – Suspended Ceiling 
Grid Low Voltage Systems and Equipment

Harmonized Standard developed by UL in 

the US and by ULC Standards in Canada.

Consensus has been achieved on the 

proposed standard and will be published in 

February 2013.

UL 8752 / ULC-S8752 – Organic Light
Emitting Diode (LED) Panels

Standards Technical Panel 8752, Technical 

Committee for Solid State Lighting was 

formed, which is one joint committee for UL 

and ULC.

1st edition published on June 13, 2012 in 

accordance with the proposals dated March 

9, 2012 and May 11, 2012. This is the 1st 

Edition of the Joint UL/ULC Standard, UL 8752/

ULC-S8752. There are national differences 

only where standards (U.S. vs. Canadian) are 

referenced. However, the body of the standard 

is technically identical for Canada and the U.S.

UL 8753 / ULC-S8753 – Standard for Field-
Replaceable Light Emitting Diode (LED) 
Light Engines

Harmonized Standard developed by UL in 

the US and by ULC Standards in Canada.

New UL/ULC Technical Committee on Field-

Replaceable LED Light Engines was formed.

Proposed 1st Edition of the Joint UL/ULC 

Standard, UL 8753/ULC-S8753, went out for 

preliminary review on November 28, 2012. 

This standard specifies the requirements 

applicable to field replaceable light-emitting 

diode (LED) light engines rated up to 347 

volts (nominal) and provided with integral 

lamp bases of other than the screw, bayonet, 

or pin type configurations typically found on 

incandescent or fluorescent light sources.

UL 8754 / ULC-S8754 – Holders, Bases, 
and Connectors for Solid-State (LED) Light 
Engines and Arrays

Harmonized Standard developed by UL in 

the US and by ULC Standards in Canada.

Proposed 1st Edition of the Joint UL/ULC 

Standard, UL 8754/ULC-S8754, went out for 

preliminary review on November 28, 2012. 

This standard specifies the requirements 

applicable to holders, bases and connectors 

intended for solid-state (LED) light engines 

and arrays for installation in lighting 

equipment, provided that they employ 

a configuration not typically found on 

incandescent or fluorescent light sources
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STANDARDS CoRNER
By Diana Pappas Jordan / Standards Program Manager

UL Standards encompass UL’s extensive safety research, scientific expertise and 
uncompromising focus on quality. With over a century of experience and the 
development of more than 1,000 Standards, UL continues to break new ground 
in its mission to help create a safer, more sustainable world.
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ul.com/lighting

UL 935, UL 1029, UL 542 – Ballasts 
(Tri-national Standard)

Development of a single tri-national 

standard that will combine 

requirements for UL 935, UL 1029  

and UL 542. 

The draft of Part 1 of the proposed 

Standard, covering general 

construction and test requirements 

is being reviewed by the CANENA 

Harmonization Committee (THC34/

SC34C) and will be prepared for 

preliminary review.

The Part 2 documents which will 

include specific requirement for the 

various product types still need to  

be developed.

UL 153 – Portable Electric Luminaires

Multiple revisions were published on 

July 27, 2012 in accordance with the 

proposals dated April 6, 2012 and June 

8, 2012. Link to summary of topics: 

http://ulstandardsinfonet.ul.com/sot/

s0153_12_sum.html

Multiple proposals went out for 

ballot on November 30, 2012. Link to 

summary of topics:  

http://ulstandardsinfonet.ul.com/sot/

b0153_12_20121130_sum.html

UL 1786 – Direct Plug-In Nightlights 
(Bi-national Standard)

Revision published on August 20, 2012 

in accordance with the proposals dated 

April 8, 2011, February 17, 2012, and 

May 4, 2012. The proposal related to 

child-appealing qualities.

UL 496 – Lampholders (Bi-national 
standard)

Multiple proposals went out for 

preliminary review on February 24, 

2012. Link to the summary of topics: 

http://ulstandardsinfonet.ul.com/sot/

b0496_13_20120224_sum.html

Responses to the comments received 

during balloting are being considered 

by the CANENA Harmonization 

Committee (THC 23BC).

UL 48 – Electric Signs

15th edition published on  

September 2, 2011.

Multiple revisions were published  

on October 2, 2012 to 15th edition  

in accordance with the proposal  

dated August 10, 2012.  

Link to summary of topics:  

http://ulstandardsinfonet.ul.com/sot/

s0048_15_sum.html

UL 48B – Changing Message Signs 
and Displays

New Standards Technical Panel, STP 

48B was formed in 2012.

UL is currently developing proposed 1st 

edition for UL48B.

UL 879A – LED Sign and Sign 
Retrofit Kits 

1st edition published on December 12, 

2012 in accordance with the proposal 

dated July 13, 2012. The Standard 

covers LED (light emitting diode) kits 

intended for field installation to retrofit 

signs already installed in the field and 

LED kits intended for installation in 

new signs.
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This requirement applies to all those local 

certifications based on pre-existing test 

reports and some specific tests will need to 

be performed on a sample of the product 

to be certified. That sample will have to be 

released through a letter called “Sin Derecho 

a Uso” (without the right to be marketed).

The scope of the reduced testing covers:

• Components identification

• Marking

• Heat resistance

• Access to live parts

• Dielectric strength

• Leakage current

• Earthing

• Construction

This procedure will enable the Certification 

Body to verify the identity, safety 

requirements, and matching between the 

released sample and the product certified 

abroad. As a result, a letter will be issued 

and it will be attached to the certificate.

At the same time, starting January 2, 2013, 

electrical products, wishing to be considered 

as a “family of products”, must comply with 

a list of recently published characteristics 

in the family. As a result, one family of 

products will be included in one certificate, 

and the main changes are:

• Each AR S certificate will include 1 factory 

location only

• Each AR S certificate will include 1 rated 

voltage range only

Existing certificates will have to be revised 

according to the new definition of “family 

of products”. Manufacturers should send 

a sample to their importers in Argentina. 

Upon arrival of the sample, UL AR will 

create a customs clearance letter (SDU 

letter) to the importer so that the sample 

can be imported, and then UL AR field 

representatives will tag it and send it to a 

local laboratory for reduced testing.

How UL can help
Our Global Market Access team can help you 

achieve compliance by identifying applicable 

requirements for your specific product or 

technology feature to comply with current 

regulations in safety, EMC, wireless and 

energy efficiency. For more information, visit 

our Global Market Access website (Approval 

for Argentina Section) or contact our experts 

at gma@ul.com.

Reduced Testing of a Sample Effective 2013
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By Ariel Amandi / Senior Project Engineer, Global Market Access Operations

FTC Green Guides

The FTC is very focused on preventing marketers from conveying environmental 

benefit claims without qualifying or explaining them. Click here to download  

a PDF of “Summary of Green Guides.”

 
Derek Greenauer / Government Affairs Manager

Effective from January 2, 2013, reduced testing on a sample 
must take place in Argentina prior to the issuance of the 
certificate of extension to the Argentine importer. 

Global Market Access
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