
DesignLights Consortium (DLC) recently 

released specifications for eleven new 

categories for commercial SSL luminaire 

qualification. The v1.7 update added the 

following categories:

Flood and Spot Lighting:

• Landscape/Architectural Flood and  

Spot Lighting 

• Architectural Flood and Spot Lighting

Stairwell and Passageway Lighting:

This category includes a requirement  

for integral controls for occupancy sensing 

and bi-level dimming.

Retrofit Kits:

The Retrofit Kits policy was expanded to 

cover these additional categories:

• Retrofit Kits for Large Outdoor Area  

and Roadway Luminaires

• Retrofit Kits for Outdoor Wall-Mounted 

Luminaires

• Retrofit Kits for Parking Garage 

Luminaires

• Retrofit Kits for Fuel Pump Canopy 

Luminaires

• Retrofit Kits for Linear Panels  

(2x2, 1x4, 2x4)

• Retrofit Kits for High- and Low-Bay 

Fixtures for Commercial and Industrial 

Buildings.
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The 10th annual Lighting for Tomorrow competition was held in June at 

UL’s Research Triangle Park facility in North Carolina. Lighting for Tomorrow 

recognizes the best designed energy efficient lighting products entering the 

residential market. The 2012 competition featured energy efficient light 

emitting diode (LED) lighting fixtures, replacement lamps, fixture retrofit kits 

and lighting controls. 

Lighting for Tomorrow continues to challenge manufacturers to improve 

their design of solid-state lighting (SSL) products that will meet consumers’ 

expectations by providing quality lighting and affordable products.

The 2012 judging panel reviewed a total of 124 products, including  

67 LED fixtures, 34 LED lamps, 13 LED retrofit kits and 10 lighting control 

devices. This is the highest number of entries in the decade-long history of 

Lighting for Tomorrow. 

Notable winning products included AFX Lighting for its adjustable Centre 

Contemporary LED Pendant, Cooper Lighting for its IRiS P3LED downlight, 

Hinkley Lighting for its outdoor porch fixture Atlantis and Tech Lighting for its 

Unilume LED Undercabinet fixture. In the replacement lamp category, Lighting 

Science Group was selected as winner for both its Definity PAR30 Short Neck 

Bulb and Definity BR30 Bulb. 

To view all the winning entries, visit www.lightingfortomorrow.com. Winning 

entries are also featured on UL’s free mobile application, LightSmart.

Next year’s competition preparations are underway. The Lighting for Tomorrow 

2013 entry rules and deadlines will be announced Jan. 17 – 21, 2013 at the 

Dallas Market Center.

Lighting for Tomorrow,  
2012 Winning Entries
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A Letter From Alberto

It is hard to 
believe yet 
another year is 
quickly coming 
to a close. The 
lighting industry 
continues 
to push the 
boundaries 
with the 
advancement of 

safe, energy-efficient lighting products.  
As technology continues to evolve, so 
too does UL. Over the past year, we 
have worked hard to keep pace with 
a changing and growing industry 
through the implementation of several 
key initiatives, including additional 
testing capacity, new standards 
development activities and a renewed 
focus on our most important asset:  
our customers. As exciting as 2012 has 
been, we are looking forward to even 
bigger and better things in the coming 
year. Thank you to our customers and 
industry colleagues for yet another 
great year, and best wishes for a joyous 
holiday season.

Best Regards,

Alberto Uggetti 

VP and GM, Global Lighting
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U.S. Installation Codes and Lighting Technology

When U.S. installation codes such as the National Electrical Code (National Fire Protection 
Association (NFPA) 70) apply to equipment certified by UL, the equipment must be compatible with 
those codes. But how does the NEC® effect lighting products and new lighting technology, and what 
is UL’s role in the NEC process? UL is here to help answer these questions.

NEC Background
The NEC is the primary U.S. electrical 

product installation document developed 

through a collaboration of utilities, 

inspection authorities, electrical contractors, 

manufacturers and safety certifiers. It is 

intended to provide guidance for the more 

than 50,000 jurisdictional areas in the U.S. 

that use or adopt all or part of the document 

and the subsequent revised editions. The 

first edition was published in 1897, and it 

has been sponsored by NFPA since 1911. It is 

currently on a three-year revision cycle with 

the next edition to be the 2014 NEC.

Responsibility for maintenance of the NEC  

is divided into 19 code panels plus the 

Technical Correlating Committee. UL 

maintains representation on all NEC code 

panels and the Technical Correlating 

Committee involving a total commitment  

of more than 35 engineers. 

Chapter 4 of the NEC covers Equipment for 
General Use, which includes lighting products 

that are addressed in specific Articles within 

Chapter 4. NEC articles related to lighting 

are the responsibility of Code Panel 18 and 

include articles 410 (Luminaires, Lampholders 

and Lamps), 411 (Lighting Systems Operating 

at 30 Volts or Less), and 600 (Electric Signs 

and Outline Lighting).

How Does the NEC Effect  
Lighting Requirements?
The NEC articles associated with lighting 

do not generally contain product safety 

requirements that are covered in the UL 

Safety Standards such as UL 1598, the 

Standard for Luminaires, or UL 48, the 

Standard for Electric Signs. However, they 

do specify use of Listed equipment and 

define critical installation criteria and serve 

to provide guidance in specific areas to the 

product safety standards. For example, the 

NEC defines the criteria for using luminaires 

in storage or clothes closet areas where 

particular attention is needed to ensure that  

hot lamps will not contact material in the 

storage areas.

The code is not intended to promote specific 

lighting technologies. However, through 

its revision cycle, it is able to adapt to new 

lighting technologies to ensure safety issues 

are properly addressed. For example, specific 

references to LED luminaires and LED drivers 

were added to the 2011 NEC in Article 410 

to provide clear guidelines for the proper 

use and installation of LED luminaires. In 

addition, revisions were made to Article 600 

of the 2011 NEC to adapt it to Class 2 LED 

signs. Revisions adopted in each revision cycle  

are coordinated with all UL Safety Standards 

for continued compatibility with the current 

NEC. The next edition of Lumen Insights will 

discuss the NEC revision process and review 

a few interesting proposals for the 2014 NEC 

that will effect lighting products.   

By Lee Hewitt / Principal Engineer, Lighting
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In 2011, both Lighting Sciences and Springboard 

Engineering were acquired by UL.

Now in 2012 both UL Verification Services 

companies have combined forces to 

manufacture goniophotometers and other 

lighting testing equipment in Scottsdale, 

Arizona, and Newton, Iowa. The UL goniopho-

tometers are sold throughout the world, with 

all design and manufacturing done in the 

United States.

As customers demand faster delivery, UL is 

providing it and striving to meet the needs of 

our customers. Most recently, the Newton 

facility added 25,000 square feet of space, 

allowing for a highbay fabrication and 

assembly area with six manufacturing bays. 

Additionally, UL has two quality control bays 

where each goniophotometer undergoes 

final checkout and inspection.

Additional manufacturing capabilities 

allow for customers to receive the same, 

leading-edge goniophotometers used  

in UL’s testing laboratories, more quickly  

than ever.

UL Verification Services serves a global 

customer base and understands the critical 

demands of time to market, delivering:

• State-of-the-art equipment

• Responsive turnaround

• Outstanding customer service.

Strong competency in engineering, optical 

design, and research and development 

means that UL equipment will always be  

the most sophisticated.

UL’s 118-year heritage is why suppliers 

around the world turn to UL Verification 

Services for testing and test equipment. 

For more information, please contact Robin 

Brain at robinlighting@ul.com.

UL Adds 25,000 Squre Foot (2320 M2)  
Manufacturing Capability
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By James Walker / UL Verification Services, Lighting

The new DLC Category Specifications are  

now in effect. Specific to SSL Retrofit Kits,  

DLC is accepting Qualified Products List 

(QPL)  applications. The testing and reporting 

requirements for these products are tested 

in typical fixture housings and also applies 

to any retrofit kit application, e.g., LM79, 

ISTMT, IES file, TM-21 projection, etc. For more 

information about the DLC Retrofit Kits policy 

and the new Technical Requirements Table,  

Version 1.7, visit the DLC website at  

www.designlights.org.

UL in the News

Look for UL and LightSmartTM in this  

month’s issue of Residential Lighting 

Magazine and enLIGHTenment Magazine. 

Discover news and testimonials on UL’s  

free mobile app, that launched its  

latest feature (the ALA Showroom Finder) 

September at the ALA Annual Conference  

in Arizona.  

www.residentiallighting.com/new- 
version-lightsmart-app-introduced
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