
The UL Light Smart Application design 

with the lighting consumer in mind was 

well received at the 2012 International CES 

show in Las Vegas, NV this month. As one 

of the top contestants in the CES Mobile 

App Showdown, the LightSmart application 

proved a good fit for the show’s theme 

towards smarter computing, smarter 

energy use, and of course smarter users. 

The LightSmart App from UL is a free app 

designed to help consumers transition 

their home lighting to energy efficient 

technology. Through interactive screens, 

users are able to take a photo of their 

room, and see how differences in light 

would impact their space. Consumers can 

learn about concepts of energy savings, 

color, light and wattage, and then create a 

shopping list to take with them to a store. 

Finally, LightSmart uses regional energy 

price tables to show real-time Return on 

Investment for converting from traditional 

to modern lighting technologies. It is 

offered in the iPad format today, with 

iPhone formats in 2Q of 2012. 

Download it today at iTunes  

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/

lightsmart/id491362350?mt=8

LightSmart 
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Zhaga testing at UL is rapidly becoming a reality. Our previous report 

on Zhaga generated many requests for additional information 

and updates. Zhaga is an industry-wide cooperation aimed at 

the development of standards for the interchangeability of LED 

light engines. An LED light engine is the combination of an LED 

module and the associated control gear (aka LED driver).

The Zhaga specifications will only standardize interfaces that will enable 

interchangeability between products made by diverse manufacturers. The 

specifications do not target the LED technology used inside the light engine.

Presently Zhaga standards cover the physical dimensions, as 

well as the photometric, electrical and thermal behavior of 

LED light engines. Work is ongoing to additionally address 

dimming functionality in Zhaga specifications.

In the past several weeks Zhaga members have approved specifications 

(or Books) for several LLE types as follows: socketable down light engines 

with integrated gear (Book 2), spot light engines with separate control 

gear (Book 3), and compact socketable engines with integrated gear 

(Book 6). In addition members have also approved a general specification 

which covers common information about LLE interfaces (Book 1).

UL is a regular member at Zhaga and has been a lead participant 

in developing Zhaga specifications. Presently UL is one of 

only 2 test laboratories which have been chosen to perform 

testing per Zhaga standards. This new service offering will be 

available separately or as a bundle along with other UL lighting 

industry services such as energy star, performance testing and 

safety certification (per US, Canada and IEC standards).

To get started with Zhaga testing on your products 

contact todd.a.straka@ul.com

www.zhagastandard.org  www.ul.com/zhaga

By Bahram Barzideh / Principal Engineer 

Zhaga: What About It?

Happy New 
Year!  As we ring 
in 2012, it is a 
great time to 
reflect back on 
2011 and give 
thanks to our 
customers and 
partners who 
made the year 
the success that 

it was. The industry continues to 
evolve and advance on many levels, 
and we are pleased to be a part of it. 

Looking forward to 2012, we are 
excited about many initiatives that 
we are taking on to strengthen 
our partnerships with both 
industry and consumers alike.

An exciting activity we recently 
launched is our interactive LightSmart 
application, which helps you and 
your customers understand current 
lighting choices, choose the right light 
bulb and learn about how lighting 
is changing. Read more inside.

There are plenty of other reasons for 
our excitement and optimism looking 
ahead in 2012, including the opening 
of our new Lighting Performance Test 
Lab in India, the upcoming launch of 
our Zhaga Testing and Certification 
Program services and our new European 
Lighting Performance Test Lab.

UL’s commitment to the lighting 
industry remains unwavering, and 
we look forward to working with 
you to make 2012 a great success!

With Regards, 

Alberto Uggetti 
VP and GM Global Lighting
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A Letter from Alberto

mailto:todd.a.straka%40ul.com?subject=
www.zhagastandard.org 
www.ul.com/zhaga


New this year: Retrofit Kits

UL.com/lighting
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Lighting for Tomorrow 2012 Competition 

Lighting for Tomorrow is celebrating its 

10th anniversary this year. This year’s 

international lighting design competition 

was officially launched at the Dallas Lighting 

Market on January 19th, 2012. Lighting for 

Tomorrow is organized by the American 

Lighting Association (ALA), the Consortium 

for Energy Efficiency (CEE), and Underwriters 

Laboratories (UL). The sponsors include 21 

energy-efficiency organizations from across 

the US and Canada who have pledged over 

$150,000 toward this year’s event. The 

purpose of LFT is to increase the availability 

of ENERGY STAR® residential lighting 

products and to provide the marketing, 

promotion and sales for the winning entries. 

When the competition was first launched 

in December 2002, the focus was on 

energy efficient residential lighting 

fixtures which at that time, consisted of 

CFL and fluorescent luminaires. Today, 

the fixture competition is exclusively 

for SSL technology. Over the years the 

competition was expanded to include 

LED replacement lamps in 2009, lighting 

controls in 2010 and new this year, LED 

retrofit kits. “With the explosive growth 

we’ve seen in retrofit kits over the past 

year, we are hoping to encourage more 

retrofit options in the residential market as 

an alternative to a complete replacement 

of home and garden lighting fixtures” 

“For all 10 years, the ALA has enthu-

siastically supported the Lighting for 

Tomorrow Competition as a way to make 

residential lighting increasingly energy 

efficient. LFT is unique because it includes 

consideration of product appearance, 

functionality, lighting quality and value — 

the key factors that consumers use when 

they buy and install residential lighting 

products in their homes”, noted Terry 

McGowan, Director of Engineering at ALA. 

Judges include a cross-section of experts in 

lighting design, LED and driver technology, 

lighting sales, energy efficiency and 

homebuilding. Thanks to support from the 

sponsors, the judging process allows the 

diverse panel of experts to spend two full 

days of hands-on product comparisons and 

evaluations. The judges are thorough 

in applying all aspects of 

the design criteria to 

products which 

are completely 

‘anonymous’ 

with respect to 

manufacturers 

identity. The 

entries in the 

SSL competition 

are evaluated on their 

aesthetic appeal, distribution and 

quality of light, value and efficacy. 

Lighting controls are judged based 

on functionality, value, ease of 

installation and use, innovation 

and their compatibility with other 

systems and existing luminaires, 

both CFL and LED light sources. 

Bonus points are awarded to 

entries exhibiting other desirable 

characteristics such as innovation, 

ability to dim, sustainability 

and being dark-sky friendly.

If you want to enter, the deadline for 

your ‘intent to submit’ is April 20, 2012. A 

working sample and other documentation 

will be due by May 18, 2012. Judging 

will be in mid-June and the winners 

will be announced in September. 

For complete guidelines and rules  

for the 2012 competition, see  

www.lightingfortomorrow.com

For Lighting for Tomorrow’s webcasts, 

see www.ledsmagazine.com/webcasts

By Shari Hunter / UL Business Development Manager — Lighting 

www.lightingfortomorrow.com
www.ledsmagazine.com/webcasts
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OLEDs Are Here

With a small DC voltage, you can generate 

light from both LEDs and Organic LEDs 

(OLEDs). But that’s where the similarity 

ends. This amazing new technology 

is the next big game changer for the 

lighting sector, opening up opportunities 

for strips and panels of diffuse, gentle, 

very high efficiency, and very high color 

quality light that can be integrated into 

buildings, furnishings, and even clothing 

in ways never before considered. And 

UL is ready to support the growth of 

OLED lighting from the ground floor.

On December 16, 2011, UL published UL 

8752, the Outline of Investigation for 

Organic Light Emitting Diode (OLED) Panels. 

This document provides the necessary 

guidance to certify OLED panels for use 

in accordance with the National Electrical 

Code (NEC), adapting well-established 

safety principles to match the unique 

characteristics of the technology. OLED 

panels are, at least for the time being, 

low voltage and low power consumption 

devices. The Outline takes advantage of 

the technology’s inherently low safety risk 

by streamlining the investigation process 

in a way that encourages innovation and 

allows for rapid delivery to the marketplace.

Similar to UL 8750 (Standard for LED 

Equipment), UL 8752 can be applied to OLED 

panels that may subsequently be integrated 

into a fixed or portable luminaire, but also 

to OLED panels that may be independently 

secured to the building structure and 

connected directly to a remote low voltage 

power source. Consideration is given to 

potential overvoltage and overcurrent 

conditions, thermal performance, flame 

spread, and hazards associated with 

broken glass. Marking requirements 

support matching the OLED panel 

with an appropriate power source.

UL has established new products categories 

for Listing (OOQS) and Component 

Recognition (OOQS2) of OLED Panels. 

The scope of services associated with 

these categories is described in the 

guide information accessible through 

the Online Certifications Directory link 

at ul.com, by entering the UL category 

code (OOQS or OOQS2) in the designated 

field. More information on OLEDs and 

UL 8752 will soon be available at the 

Lighting Industry link at ul.com. 

The next step is to establish parallel OLED 

requirements for Canada, and to upgrade 

UL 8752 to the status of a national standard 

for both countries. To accomplish this, UL 

is partnering with its Canadian affiliate, 

ULC Standards, to establish a single, joint 

bi-national technical committee to oversee 

and maintain the requirements. Unlike 

past bi-national standards that employ 

independently-run technical committees 

with a separate harmonization committee 

to resolve national differences (typically 

resulting in very long lead times to 

manage the sequential and duplicative 

processing of revision proposals), this new 

approach will streamline those discussions 

and processes by including stakeholder 

representatives from each country within 

the same committee. This will give the 

document a much better chance of 

keeping pace with what is sure to be a 

fast-evolving technology. Invitations to 

potential technical committee members 

will be sent in early 2012, with expectations 

of forming the committee by March.

Visit the Lighting Industries link at 

www.ul.com regularly for updates 

on this exciting new field.

By Michael Shulman / Principal Engineer — Lighting 

mailto:Lumen.Insights%40us.ul.com?subject=
http://www.ul.com/lumeninsights
http://www.linkedin.com/groups/UL-Lumen-Insights-3681039
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?about=&gid=3681039&trk=anet_ug_grppro
www.twitter.com/lumeninsights
https://www.facebook.com/pages/UL-Lumen-Insights/165771536810303
www.ul.com


Upcoming UL Lighting Tradeshows & Events

Come See Us
February 7–9 

Strategies in Light, US — Santa Clara, CA: 

UL Booth #310  

www.strategiesinlight.com/index.html 

February 23 

LED’s Magazine, Live Webcast:  

Lighting for Tomorrow —  

Competition Entry Information 

For entry guidelines go to:  

www.lightingfortomorrow.com 

February 29–March 2 

ELA Mexico — Mexico City, MX:  

UL Booth #754 

www.e-la.mx

March 13–16 

Taiwan Int’l Lighting Show — Taipei: 

UL Booth TWTC Exhibition Hall 1, B0732 

www.tils.com.tw

March 22–24 

International Sign Expo — Orlando, FL:  

UL Booth #1413 

www.signexpo.org

April 15–20  

Light+Building – Frankfurt am Main 

UL Booth # Hall 4.1 / A15 

http://light-building.messefrankfurt.com/

frankfurt/en/besucher/willkommen.html 

April 18–22 

SignWorld Tradeshow & Convention – 

Golden Nugget Hotel, Las Vegas, NV 

UL Booth # TBD 

signworld_dan@sbcglobal.net  

May 9–11  

Lightfair International – Las Vegas 

Convention Center, LV 

UL Booth #2550 

www.lightfair.com/lightfair/V40/

UL LED Lighting Roadshow
Spend a day with UL experts, learning 

about global trends, best practices to 

leverage energy efficiency and ENERGY 

STAR®, a comprehensive update on UL 

standards, and strategies to streamline 

your UL submittal process.

Objectives:

•  Discover global trends in LED and Solid 

State Lighting.

•  Learn from industry experts how to 

maximize your revenue with Energy 

Efficiency and ENERGY STAR® program.

•  Get the latest information on UL’s LED 

safety standards — UL8750.

•  Strategies on ways to streamline the UL 

submittal process and speed your time 

to market .

2012 Event Dates and Locations

March 6 — UL Melville 

March 8 — UL RTP 

March 27 — UL Frankfurt, Germany 

March 29 — UL Milan, Italy 

April 10 — UL Northbrook 

June 12 — UK Birmingham, at EuroLED 

July 11 — UL Toronto

Europe: 

www.uluniversity.us/catalog/display.

resource.aspx?resourceid=356718  

North America: 

www.uluniversity.us/catalog/display.

resource.aspx?resourceid=356710 

* All dates subject to change 
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