
The potential for long service life of the LEDs 

has made it a cost effective alternative to 

other types of illumination when installed 

in hard to service locations such as atriums, 

high bays, and high up on the side of a 

building. The constant current LED driver 

now makes it possible to further exploit the 

long life of LEDs by mounting the LED driver 

remotely in an accessible equipment cabinet 

or equipment room. This practice can greatly 

reduce the cost of service calls, because a lift 

or crane is not required to replace the LED 

driver. UL can now evaluate section signs 

where the LED driver cabinet is identified as 

a rough-in section and is shipped separately 

from the LED channel letters. A Certification 

Requirement Decision (CRD) will soon be 

added to the Standard UL 48 for Electric 

Signs, and be available for viewing on the UL 

Standards Infonet.

For neon tube illumination of channel 

letters, the National Electrical Code 

(NEC®), Article 600 requires the neon 
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UL expands luminaire retrofit kit certification  
program options
In response to the introduction of LED technology to luminaire retrofits, UL 

expanded its service offerings to include categories for Light-emitting-diode 

Retrofit Luminaire Conversion Kits (Category IFAR) and Light-emitting-diode 

Retrofit Luminaire Conversion Kits for Use in Commercial Refrigerators and 

Freezers (Category IFAS). More recently, interest in low voltage DC power 

distribution, including low voltage ceiling grid power systems for luminaires, 

encouraged UL to add a new retrofit category for Retrofit Low-voltage-

luminaire Conversion Kits (Category IFES). These kits are intended to retrofit 

installed line voltage luminaires for compliance with the requirements of UL 

2108 Low Voltage Lighting Systems. The first certification in this new category 

was completed in April 2012.

By Lee Hewitt / Principal Engineer — Lighting

Meeting the Market Needs  
for Safety and Efficiency
Update on retrofit kits for signs and luminaires

As LED Lighting 

Technology 

continues to 

expand at a rapid 

pace, consumers, 

purchasers, 

and specifiers 

are continually 

seeking the 

latest in 

technology. The ability to interchange 

LED Lighting Modules from various 

manufacturers with a specific 

luminaire is a key factor in allowing 

the latest technology to infiltrate 

the market. This important issue of 

Interchangeability is currently being 

addressed by the Zhaga Consortium, 

a quickly growing group of over 180 

global lighting manufacturers who 

are working together to address this 

topic. which will afford manufacturers 

the opportunity to continue to 

offer the latest in LED Lighting 

Technology as efficiently as possible.

UL will be presenting a workshop titled 

“Zhaga Modularity for LED Sources,” 

at this year’s Lightfair Institute on May 

8th which will provide the industry with 

the latest updates regarding all of the 

activities surrounding Zhaga. We hope 

you are able to join us for the workshop 

or visit us at our Lightfair Booth # 2550

With Regards, 

Alberto Uggetti 

VP and GM Global Lighting
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Energy Efficiency News Updates 

UL at LightFair® International 2012

ENERGY STAR® Luminaires v1.1 
specification became effective
The ENERGY STAR® Luminaires v1.1 

specification has become effective on 

April 1. This new specification replaces the 

Residential Light Fixtures v4.2 and Solid 

State Lighting Luminaires v1.3 specifications. 

Manufacturers are encouraged to verify that 

their products are still listed on the ENERGY 

STAR® website. Products that have not been 

tested to the Luminaires v1.1 specification 

will need to be tested and re-submitted 

through an EPA-approved certification body. 

IES LM-82-12 released
On, March 27, the Illuminating Engineering 

Society (IES) published IES LM-82-12, 

Characterization of LED Light Engines and 

LED Lamps for Electrical and Photometric 

Properties as a Function of Temperature. Copies 

of the document are available for purchase 

at www.ies.org. The release of this document 

means that laboratories may now apply for 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

recognition under the Solid State (Non-

directional) lighting category that includes 

the LM-82-12 method of measurement.

New ENERGY STAR®  
Lamps V1.0 specification
Development of the new ENERGY STAR® 

Lamps V1.0 specification continues. 

As with the new Luminaires 

V1.1 specification, this new 

specification will merge the scope 

of the Compact Fluorescent 

Lamps V4.3 and Integral LED 

Lamps V1.4 specifications 

into one technology-neutral 

specification. EPA is taking this 

opportunity to further increase 

the performance requirements 

for quality and reliability of lamps 

carrying the ENERGY STAR® label. 

Visit your UL technical experts at 

Lightfair booth 2550, taking place 

this year at the Las Vegas Convention 

Center, Las Vegas, NV. Exhibits open 

Wednesday May 9–Friday May 11.

LFI 2012 INSTITUTE AND CoNFERENCE – 

Zhaga Modularity for LED Sources, presented 

by UL’s Todd Straka, Business Development 

Director, Tuesday, May 8, 2012 from 

2:00–5:00 p.m. This course, L12W14, is 3.0 

CEU credit hours on latest updates regarding 

all of the activities surrounding Zhaga. 

EMERGE ALLIANCE ANNUAL MEETING – 

“Emerging DC Power Distribution Trends“ UL’s 

Michael Shulman, Principal Engineer, will be 

speaking at the annual meeting, scheduled 

1:30–5:30 PM at the LV Convention Center 

to discuss UL standards and certification 

programs that support the sector.

Register at www.lightfair.com

ExhIbIT hoURS:
May 9: 10:00 a.m.–6:00 p.m. 

May 10: 10:00 a.m.–6:00 p.m. 

May 11: 9:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m.
VISIT UL AT 
booTh 2550
VISIT UL AT 
booTh 2550

www.ies.org
www.lightfair.com


UL rolls out rebuilt sign  
program to all sign customers
Like the luminaire market, the current 

economic challenges along with the 

green initiatives has made upgrading or 

retrofitting existing signs an attractive 

alternative to replacing signs. That 

upgrading can be done by either taking 

down the sign and bringing it back to the 

sign shop or by upgrading the sign in place. 

UL has certification programs to address 

each option. If the sign is upgraded in place, 

the sign shop can use a UL Classified Sign 

Retrofit Kit. If the sign is brought back to 

the shop for rework, the UL Rebuilt Sign 

Program permits the use of a UL Listed 

Rebuilt Sign Label. UL announced in March 

2012 that, effective immediately, all 

sign shops participating in the UL Listed 

Sign Program were now authorized to 

participate in the rebuilt sign option and, 

due to a consolidation with the existing 

sign follow-up program, there would be 

no additional expenses for sign shops to 

participate in the rebuilt sign program. 

Sign retrofit requirements  
moves closer to new standard
The requirements for sign retrofit kits are 

currently covered by UL 879A, Outline of 

Investigation for LED Kits. With the support 

of the sign industry, UL is proceeding to 

transition the outline of investigation to 

a UL standard. A draft of the proposed 

standard was provided to the UL 879A 

Standards Technical Panel and preliminary 

comments have now been received. UL is 

reviewing comments and is making any 

necessary changes as part of the process to 

prepare the draft for formal submittal to the 

STP for balloting. The draft is scheduled to 

go to the UL 879A STP by the end of May.

New Lab opening! 
UL will open the New European Centre 

for Safety and Energy Efficiency for LED 

Lighting Technologies on May 15th. 

The new laboratory will be a hub for all 

of Europe located in Burago, Italy. The 

laboratory is accredited to offer the most 

recognized international programs for 

energy efficiency of luminaires including: 

ENERGY STAR®, Lighting Facts® and Zhaga, 

and safety, performance testing and 

energy saving programs that facilitate 

Italian and European businesses access to 

the global market according to current US 

and international regulations.
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Remote LED Drivers Make for Easier Sign Maintenance (continued from cover)

Meeting the Market Needs … (continued from page 2)

power supply to be located within 20 feet 

of the sign when the GTO Cable is in metal 

conduit and 50 feet when in nonmetallic 

conduit. Thus, the neon supplies were rarely 

mounted in an easily accessible cabinet or 

equipment room. Similarly, LED luminaires 

can be Listed for use with remote LED 

drivers under Standard UL 2108 for Low 

Voltage Lighting Systems or, if over 30 

Volts DC or 30Vac RMS, under Standard 

UL 1598 for Luminaires. In conclusion, the 

constant current LED driver has enabled 

mounting of the LED power supply remote 

from the LED luminaire or LED sign.

UL Lumen Insights @lumeninsightsUL Lumen Insights

mailto:Lumen.Insights%40us.ul.com?subject=
http://www.ul.com/lumeninsights


2012 Virtual LED Roadshow
Coming to a computer near you!

Come See Us

We are bringing the LED Roadshow to you. It 

is our desire to help you grow your business 

and assist you in getting your products to 

market faster. The below session topics, 

taught by UL industry leaders, will help 

you do just that. Whether you are new to 

the LED industry or have been engaged 

for years, there is something for everyone 

within this Virtual LED Roadshow.

Session topics 
•  UL Update, Navigating the Certification 

Process & LED Market Trends

•  LED Retrofits & Signs

•  Intro to Zhaga

•  Energy Efficiency

•  UL 8750 & 8752

•  Led Components & UL Advantage

We have packaged these sessions so that 

you can purchase as few as 1 session, or 

purchase the package of sessions. The cost 

is $25 per session, or $100 for the package. 

The link and QR below will take you directly 

to the UL Knowledge Services site to begin. 

Anytime, anywhere, travel not required! 

Register today at  

www.ul.com/ledroadshow2012

UL and the UL logo are trademarks of UL LLC © 2012. BDi 05/12 120411

Print out this voucher and bring it to the UL booth to join us.

YoU ARE INVITED To joIN UL FoR A ‘MEET 
AND GREET’ LUNCh DURING LIGhTFAIR

Discuss your challenges with UL’s global 
lighting experts and enjoy a complimentary 
lunch (for the first 100 guests).

Thursday,  
May 10, 2012 12:00 pm 

booth 2550
For more information about UL and our services, 
stop by our booth and please visit us at

UL.CoM/LIGhTING

UL Zhaga Presentation
LFI 2012 Institute and Conference- UL 

will be hosting a presentation on 

the topic of Zhaga Modularity for 

LED Sources, presented by UL’s Todd 

Straka, Business Development Director, 

Tuesday, May 8 2:00 – 5:00 PM. This 

course, L12W14, is 3.0 CEU credit 

hours and will provide you the latest 

updates regarding all of the activities 

surrounding Zhaga. 

Register at www.lightfair.com/lightfair

www.ul.com/ledroadshow2012
http://www.ul.com/ledroadshow2012
UL.com/LIGHTING
www.lightfair.com/lightfair

