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An important part of complying with 

model codes is being able to identify 

products that comply with requirements 

specified in a particular code section. In 

many cases the code section may require a 

product to be Listed (certified), listed and 

labeled, or comply with a particular 

referenced standard, such as UL 253.

People often turn to the UL Online Certifica-

tions Directory (OCD) or UL product 

directories to determine if a particular 

product is certified for use in accordance 

with a particular code section. Certification 

information is certainly available for 

thousands of certified products, but since 

the information is arranged by product 

categories, rather than code sections, 

significant effort may be needed to identify 

the products certified for use in these 

applications.

Code users who are looking at a particular 

code section and wish to find UL certified 

products that correspond with that code 
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Countering Apathy

STPs are an important part 
of the process by which UL 
develops and maintains its 
Standards for Safety. An STP 
is a group of individuals, 
representing a variety of 
interests, formed to review 
proposals related to UL 
Standards for Safety. When an 
American National Standards 
Institute (ANSI)/UL Standard 
for Safety is involved, an 
STP serves as the consensus 
body to review and vote on 
proposals prior to publication.

Standards Technical 
Panel (STPs)
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As much as we all want to be positive and motivated both at work and 

at home, there are times when we feel down and don’t think that we 

can make a real difference in the world. This feeling of apathy most 

often occurs when one is being constantly bombarded with negativity 

and bad news. In addition job responsibilities that are perceived to be a 

waste of time and of no real value are also contributing factors that lead 

to a feeling of apathy. Apathy can lead to frustration, lack of motivation 

and a feeling of powerlessness over one’s environment and life. 

Can we do something to alleviate apathetic feelings in our own lives, or in 

the lives of our co-workers or family? Absolutely, two things that counteract 

these feelings of negativity and helplessness include having a positive 

outlook and an actionable plan forward to improve the situation.

The first step in fighting apathy is recognizing it in either your own life or 

someone else’s. Take the time to look around and identify individuals and 

tasks that seem to be associated with feeling of powerlessness or a wasting 

of one’s time. Next, decide how best to deal with the situation, taking into 

account available resources. Perhaps it’s time to update or eliminate a task 

if it is inefficient or worthless, just because “we’ve always done it this way” 

doesn’t mean that practice should continue. Providing encouragement 

on a regular basis for a job well done to those who appear frustrated 

or exasperated can also go a long way toward reducing apathy. Finally, 

reminding someone of the importance of what they are doing, and that 

they are being counted on to do a great job can also be positive influences.

My challenge for you is to identify symptoms of chronic apathy in your home 

or workplace, and take action to eliminate these feelings and improve the 

situation. If you are able to make a difference in your own or someone else’s  

life, feel free to share your story with me at Howard.d.hopper@ul.com. Stay safe.

By Howard Hopper / Managing Editor

mailto:Howard.d.hopper@ul.com
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section can find the information they  

are seeking using our Code Correlation 

Database (CCD), which can be found at 

www.ul.com/codelink.

The UL Code Correlation Database identifies 

the correlation between particular model 

code section numbers and UL certification 

information. It is simple to use, and 

accommodates two distinct searches:

• Enter a model code section to locate 

corresponding product cartagories, 

manufacturer’s listings, and the UL 

standard used to certify these products. 

• Alternately, enter UL product category 

codes (CCNs) to find model code sections 

that correspond to those certifications.

Whether you wish to locate Guide Informa-

tion that provides detailed information on a 

particular product category, a comprehen-

sive list of manufacturers of the certified 

products, or UL application and marking 

guides, this information is readily available 

at the click of a mouse using a simple, 

intuitive two-step process.

Step 1:  
Select the model code to query
The CCD includes correlations for 22 model 

code editions, such as the 2011 National 

Electrical Code, 2012 International Building 

Code and 2012 Uniform Mechanical Code. 

See the sidebar for a complete listing of 

these codes.

Step 2:  
Define your search parameters
If you are searching for product category 

guide information that corresponds to a 

particular code section, simply enter the 

code section in question then Submit.

If you are searching for code sections that 

correspond to a particular product category, 

simply enter the UL product category code 

to find code section number(s) that 

correspond to that category. The product 

category code consists of four characters 

that appear on individual manufacturers’ 

certifications or on product category guide 

information.

As can be seen, the UL Code Correlation 

Database is a powerful tool for helping 

achieve safe, code compliant installations. 

This database may not be a comprehensive 

list and there may be other UL product 

categories and certifications that correspond 

to individual Code sections. This database is 

only an informational guide; it is up to the 

code authority to determine the ultimate 

suitability of any certified product in a given 

installation. UL provides no warranty or 

guarantee about the validity of the model 

codes correlation data.

For additional information on the  

Code Correlation Database please  

contact Bob Eugene in Spokane, Wash.,  

at Robert.Eugene@ul.com or at 

+1.360.593.2152.

UL Code Correlation Database (continued from page 1)
Code Correlations
2008 National Electrical Code

2011 National Electrical Code

2009 International Building Code

2012 International Building Code

2009 International Fire Code

2012 International Fire Code

2009 International Fuel Gas Code

2012 International Fuel Gas Code

2009 International Mechanical Code

2012 International Mechanical Code

2009 International Plumbing Code

2012 International Plumbing Code

2005 National Fire Code of Canada

2009 NFPA 101 Life Safety Code

2012 NFPA 101 Life Safety Code

2009 Uniform Mechanical Code

2012 Uniform Mechanical Code

2009 Uniform Plumbing Code

2012 Uniform Plumbing Code

2009 International Residential Code

2012 International Residential Code

2012 International Swimming Pool  
and Spa Code

tip of the day
Bookmark the UL Code Correlation 

Database on your web browser 

(www.ul.com/codelink)

http://www.ul.com/codelink
mailto:Robert.Eugene@ul.com
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Fire code officials and contractors who are involved with designing, installing and approving 
installations that contain aboveground flammable liquid tanks are used to seeing shop 
fabricated tanks that bear a UL Listing (Certification) Mark. However, they may not fully 
understand what the certification covers, or some key installation considerations that are 
applicable for the installation of the tank and related system. 

This article describes ten items one 

should know about these certified 

tanks and related code applications.

1 CoDES RECoGNIzE ThE USE 
oF UL 142 LISTED TANkS

The NFPA 30 Flammable and Combustible 

Liquids Code requires atmospheric tanks to 

be designed and constructed in accordance 

with one of several recognized engineering 

standards, one of which is the UL 142, 

Standard for Safety for Steel Aboveground 

Tanks for Flammable and Combustible 

Liquids. The International Fire Code in turn 

requires tanks to be designed, constructed 

and installed in accordance with NFPA 30.

2 TyPES oF TANkS CovERED 
By UL 142

UL 142 includes requirements that cover 

steel primary, secondary and diked type 

atmospheric storage tanks intended 

for noncorrosive, stable flammable and 

combustible liquids that have a specific 

gravity not exceeding 1.0 in aboveground 

applications. UL 142 includes requirements 

for tanks fabricated in a combination of 

various shapes (cylindrical, rectangular or 

round) and orientations (horizontal, vertical) 

with or without multiple compartments. 

UL 142 covers shop fabricated tanks 

only, and does not cover portable tanks 

intended for transporting flammable or 

UL 142 ABovEGRoUND  
FLAMMABLE LIqUID TANkS
Ten things to know about these Listed products

By Howard Hopper / Regulatory Services Program Coordinator
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combustible liquids (such as shipping 

containers), or mobile use applications 

(such as mounted on a trailer).

3 UL 142 REqUIREMENTS

UL 142 includes requirements that 

manufacturers use to design and fabricate 

aboveground steel tanks, and that 

certification organizations such as UL use 

to investigate and List (certify) these tanks. 

The standard includes a comprehensive set 

of requirements in the following areas:

• Construction requirements – These 

include specification for the tank 

materials, joints, connections, fittings, 

manholes (if provided), fill, drain and 

gauge openings, and painting. They also 

include specific construction requirements 

for the primary and secondary 

containment means, supports, etc.

• Performance tests – These requirements 

include tank leakage, hydrostatic 

strength, top loading, buoyancy, 

hydrostatic load, tank support load, 

and lift lug tests that are designed to 

verify that the tank design does not 

exhibit signs of leakage and/or structural 

damage as a result of these tests.

• Markings and production line test – UL 

142 requires tanks to include specific 

markings discussed below. In addition, 

100% of production of each Listed primary 

and secondary containment tank must be 

tested for leakage by the manufacturer.

4 LISTING MARkS

Aboveground tanks that have been 

found to comply with applicable UL 142 

requirements include a UL Listing Mark 

permanently affixed to the tank. The 

Listing Mark includes the UL symbol, the 

word “LISTED,” a control number and 

the name of the tank construction as 

indicated in the manufacturer’s Listings 

(e.g. Secondary Containment Aboveground 

Tank, Generator Base Tank, etc.)

5 PRoDUCT CATEGoRIES

Information on tanks certified in accordance 

with UL 142 can be found in the Online 

Certifications Directory at www.ul.com/
database. The guide information for the 

Aboveground Flammable-liquid Tanks 

(EEEV) product category includes useful 

information on the products covered 

under this category. In addition, the 

Special-purpose Tanks (EFVT) product 

category covers Listed UL 142 aboveground 

steel tanks that include generator base, 

work-top, lube oil, waste oil, day/utility 

and other special-purpose type tanks.

continued on page 6

http://www.ul.com/database
http://www.ul.com/database
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6 FEATURES CovERED

The basic features of tanks covered by the UL 

142 Listing include all containment spaces 

and their respective openings (manways, 

emergency vents, normal vents, fill/withdraw, 

gauging, monitoring and other functional 

openings) with connections (threaded- or 

flanged-type fittings) and integral tank 

accessories such as ladders, stairs, lifting 

lugs  and heating coils or hot wells. 

All primary-tank compartment(s) are provided 

with openings to accommodate filling, 

withdrawing and inventory control; and all 

secondary-tank interstitial spaces are provided 

with openings for leak-detection monitoring.

7 FEATURES NoT CovERED

UL 142 tank Listings covers the features 

and accessories described above, which are 

described in the individual Listings. Any other 

accessories or components that are shipped 

with the tanks, attached to the tanks or 

added to the tanks are not included in the 

scope of the tank Listing. It is anticipated 

that the code authority will approve 

the use and/or installation of any such 

accessories independent of the tank Listing. 

8 vENTING AND  
LEAk DETECTIoN

All primary-tank compartment(s) are  

provided with normal and emergency vent 

openings. All secondary-tank interstitial 

space(s) are provided with emergency vent 

openings. It is anticipated that venting will 

be provided at the actual installation in 

accordance with applicable code requirements.

9 INTENDED USE

UL 142 Listed tanks are intended for 

installation in accordance with a variety 

of installation codes, including NFPA 30, 

NFPA 30A, NFPA 31, NFPA 37, NFPA 1 and 

the International Fire Code. They have not 

been investigated for use underground. 

However, they are suitable for use in UL 

2245 Listed below grade vaults as allowed 

by the applicable installation code.

10 UL 80 TANkS

In comparison to UL 142, the UL 80 Standard 

for Steel Tanks for Oil-Burner Fuels and Other 

Combustible Liquids covers aboveground 60 

to 660 gallon steel tanks intended for the 

storage of heating fuels for oil burning 

equipment, diesel fuels for compression 

ignition engines and new and used motor 

oils  at automotive service stations.

For additional information on UL 

142 aboveground flammable-liquid 

tanks please contact Roland Riegel in 

Melville, New York, at Roland.A.Riegel@

ul.com or at +1.631.546.2421.

UL 142 Aboveground Flammable Liquid Tanks (continued from page 5)

mailto:Roland.A.Riegel@ul.com
mailto:Roland.A.Riegel@ul.com


[ 7 ]

www.ul.com/tca

Supporting the IAEI Capital Improvement Campaign
UL recently presented the IAEI with a 

major donation to help fund their Capital 

Improvement Campaign. This project will 

focus on addressing problems with its 

existing headquarters in Richardson, Texas. 

When successfully completed the campaign 

will result in the purchase of a new building 

or will upgrade the infrastructure of the 

current building and will incorporate green 

technology and energy efficiency, depending 

on the real estate market. This will allow 

IAEI to expand onsite training and to more 

effectively host industry meetings.

Al Ramirez, UL Regulatory Services Manager 

noted, “We are pleased to be able to step 

up and help the IAEI in this effort. We have 

a long history of working together, and 

we are confident that this partnership 

will continue long into the future.” Left to right: Dave Clements (IAEI), Stan Benton (IAEI), Gus Schaefer (UL), and Al Ramirez (UL).

questions & Answers
how can I determine if a fire-resistance 

rated wall described in a UL design is 

suitable for use as an exterior wall?

The fire-resistance rated wall 

assemblies published under the U, 

V and W series of designs on the UL 

Online Certifications Directory are 

intended for interior applications unless 

otherwise specified or implied in the 

design. There are two methods by 

which a wall design specifies or implies 

suitability for exterior applications. 

First, the description of one or more of 

the components will include the phrase 

“Investigated for Exterior Use”. This 

phrase indicates the component has 

been investigated and found suitable 

for use in an exterior application. 

Second, the design will include 

an exterior wall covering, such as 

brick veneer or siding to provide a 

weather-resisting barrier to protect 

the remaining components of the 

wall. If either of these references is 

contained in the UL design, the wall is 

suitable for an exterior application.

When a UL design is being utilized in an 

exterior application, the local building code 

and code authority should be consulted 

to ensure compliance with other code 

requirements applicable to exterior walls.

For additional information on fire- 

resistance rated assemblies, 

contact Rich Walke in Northbrook, 

Ill., at Richard.N.Walke@ul.com 

or at + 1.847.664.3084.

mailto:Richard.N.Walke%40ul.com?subject=
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Northbrook, IL

January 29, 2013
Southern-Nevada IAEI Chapter
Las Vegas, Nev.      

www.iaei.org

January 31 – February 1, 2013
MiaGreen Expo and Conference
Miami, Fla.  
www.miagreen.com

February 3 – 5, 2013
IAFC Innovation Conference
San Diego, Calif.   
www.iafc.org

February 26 - March 1, 2013
Suppression, Detection 
and Signaling Symposium 
(SUPDET 2013)
Orlando, Fla. 
www.nfpa.org

If you would like The Code Authority to consider publishing your upcoming 

events, contact Howard Hopper by e-mail at Howard.D.Hopper@ul.com. 

Please type “TCA Calendar” in the subject line.

http://ul.com/codeauthorities
mailto:ULRegulatoryServices%40us.ul.com%20?subject=
mailto:Howard.D.Hopper%40us.ul.com?subject=
mailto:Diane.E.Fonzino%40us.ul.com%20?subject=
http://www.iaei.org
http://www.miagreen.com/
http://www.iafc.org/
http://www.nfpa.org/

